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Homeless Advocate Named Woman of the Year

A hearty congratulations to Marsha Temple, executive director of the homeless advocacy
agency, Integrated Recovery Network, who has been selected as the Second Supervisorial
District’s Woman of the Year.

Temple was chosen by Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors Chairman Mark
Ridley-Thomas for her outstanding work helping homeless people reclaim their lives by
finding housing, health care and jobs.

Temple, who is an attorney, has been an advocate for the homeless and homeless issues
for years. In her work at the Integrated Recovery Network, she has championed the need
to help mentally ill people released from the Twin Towers Correctional Facility, finding
them housing, mental health services and addiction management so that with counseling,
they can address the substance abuse and other issues and that threaten their stability and
risk a return to jail.

She will join seven other women, selected by other members of the board of supervisors,
who will be honored for their work bringing about social and economic change at a
luncheon sponsored by the Los Angeles County Commission for Women on March 11.

“It is a huge honor to be chosen to represent the Second Supervisorial District as Woman
of the Year for my work with the Integrated Recovery Network. So many people are
working to find housing for people who are homeless, to provide access to medical and
psychiatric care, to reduce recidivism rates, to help people who have been homeless find
jobs,” said Temple. “l dedicate this award to the staff of the Integrated Recovery
Network. My colleagues work alongside me every day, creating opportunities for life-
altering transformations of people who might not otherwise have the chance to lead
dignified and productive lives.”



Temple has also served as past president of the Board of Directors of Homeless Health
Care Los Angeles, the Board of Governors of Marina del Rey Hospital, as chair of the
Board of Directors of the Venice Family Clinic and she is currently on the Board of
Governors of Hollywood Presbyterian Hospital. As an attorney for 20 years, Temple
represented hospital clients in a variety of liability actions including medical and
psychiatric malpractice, breach of contract and defended allegations of elder abuse.

The LA County Commission for Women champions many causes including employment,
gender equity, promoting access to health care for women of all ages, ending violence
against women and supporting legislation that positively impacts the lives of women.

“Marsha Temple exemplifies the selfless and tireless work that it takes to help the most
challenged people in our society get back on their feet,” said Chairman Ridley-Thomas.
“She and her staff understand the importance of giving all human beings a chance to live
a decent life and she richly deserves this honor.”
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